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He [Wesley] holds also General Redemption, and its necessary
consequences, which some account dreadful heresies. He asserts
with St. Paul, that Christ by the GRACE of God, tasted death for
every man: and this grace he calls free, as extending itself freely
to all. He frequently observes with the same apostle, that Christ
is the Saviour of ALL men, but specially of them that believe;
and that God will have ALL men to be saved, consistently with

[CIEEES R

their moral agency, and the tenor of his gospel. With St. John he
maintains, that God is love, and that Christ is the propitiation not
only for our sins, but also for the sins of the WHOLE WORLD...
and with St. Peter, that the Lord is not willing that any should
perish, but that ALL should come to repentance; yea, that God,
without hypocrisy, commandeth ALL men, EVERYWHERE, to

repent.
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But if Arminius (as the Author of Pietas Oxoniensis affirms in his

letter to Dr. Adams) "denied that man’s nature is totally corrupt,
and asserted that he hath still a freedom of will to turn to God, but
not without the assistance of grace," Mr. W. is no Arminian, for
he strongly asserts the total fall of man, and constantly maintains
that by nature man’s will is only free to evil, and that divine grace
must first prevent, and then continually further him, to make him
willing and able to turn to God. (John Fletcher, First Check to
Antinomianism (1771), in The Works of ... John Fletcher ... of
Madeley, 2:232-34.)
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.. man’s act as contingent so far as God is concerned, and in
thinking that moral agency presupposes "freewill" in the special
and particular sense of indeterminacy of action, the two were
agreed. In claiming that all men actually have power to respond
to such revelation from God as reaches them, and that revelation
sufficient to save actually reaches every man, whether he hears
the gospel or not, they were agreed also. (Historic Calvinism

would query all these positions.)
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Wesley maximized sin in order to magnify grace.
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Present justification through faith in Christ alone.
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True Christian morality was the fruit of justifying faith.

FBLIAE BT EBEERC ~ & EE (self-abandoning
trust).
Self-abandoning trust was of this faith’s very essence. (E2%I
H29)
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EIES G
(he) distinguished faith from repentance, defining it as
assured trust in Christ, correlative to the witness of the Holy
Spirit, and springing from the sense of hopelessness and
helplessness which God’s law induces.
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SEPTEMBER 12, 2011

‘With thanksgiving to God and great
appreciation to our brothers and sisters in
Indonesia, Westminster Theological
Seminary announces the endowment of the

Stephen Tong Chair of Reformed Theology.

Dr. Jeffrey K. Jue has been named as the first
occupant of the chair. The inauguration will be
held on September 12, 2012 at 10:30am in Rust
Auditorium. Dr. Stephen Tong will be giving the
charge. Dr. Tong will also give a special lecture at
2:00pm in Rust Auditorium. This event is open to

the public.
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